
TABLE OF CONTENTS:

-Easter Mythology and the Easter Bunny

-College Basketball 

-Community Happenings

-Pet of the Month

-Student Honor Code

-Student Spotlight: Dita Gillum   

-Book donation for the Animal Society

-Prom Movie Review

-Coachella

-Dealing with College Rejection

EASTER SYMBOLS
BY

Montana Rhodes, Sophomore

The Easter Bunny:

 Though the Bible never mentions anything

about an Easter bunny, bunnies are commonly

known as symbols of fertility which also tends

to be associated with spring. Moreover, it is

believed that the Easter bunny came to

America in the 1700s when German immigrants

brought their tradition of “Osterhase” or egg-

laying to America. Children started to make

baskets for the bunny to lays its eggs;

eventually, the tradition started to spread

across the United States and began to include

deliveries on Easter morning of chocolate and

jelly beans. 

Easter Candy:

 In the early 19th-century, chocolate eggs

became popular in Europe, and jelly beans

started to become associated with Easter in

the 1930s. According to the National

Confectioners Association, billions of jelly

beans are made in the US for Easter day.

Another very popular Easter candy is Peeps,

which are colorful marshmallows covered in

sugar and formed in the shapes of baby chicks 

and bunnies. For the past few decades, Peeps

have been the number one selling non-

chocolate Easter candy in the world. 

Easter Eggs:

 Eggs, being a symbol of new life, are

associated with ancient pagan festivals that

would celebrate spring. To Christians, Easter

eggs are symbols of Jesus’ rebirth and

resurrection. In the 13th century, decorating eggs

became a tradition because eggs used to be a

forbidden food during Lenten, so people started

to decorate them to mark the end of Lenten.

They would then eat them on Easter as part of

the celebrations. Since then, popular Easter day

games like Easter egg hunts and egg rolling

contests have become welcome traditions often

for prizes of chocolate and other candy. 
Sources: https://www.history.com/topics/holidays/easter-

symbols#:~:text=According%20to%20some%20sources%2C%20the,could%20lay%20its%20colo

red%20eggs.  



 

NCAA MEN'S BASKETBALL
CHAMPIONSHIP RECAP

BY

William Warren, Junior

          The National College Athletic Association Basketball Tournament tips off every year in March and

concludes with a champion crowned in early April. The competition is always sure to hold upsets and

chaos, appropriately earning the title of “March Madness”. This year the title game proved especially

hard to make, as three number one seeds were knocked out of the tournament in advance of semifinal

matchups. After each side of the bracket had been decided, only two teams remained: the Kansas

Jayhawks and the University of North Carolina Tar Heels. These two storied programs were set to square

off in the biggest college basketball game of the year at the Mercedes Benz Superdome in New Orleans,

Louisiana. Going into the game, Kansas was favored as a one seed over the Tar Heels, who were

considered an unlikely opponent having entered the tournament as an eight seed. The first 15 minutes of

the first half was a back and forth battle as both teams consecutively exchanged points leading to a 22

to 22 draw with just over 5 minutes left in the half. However, at the five minute mark, the Tar Heels

caught fire pouring in an astounding 16 unanswered points with just seconds left in the half. A sign of

excitement to come: the final basket of the first half was a buzzer beating layup by UNC’s freshman

standout, Puff Johnson. During halftime, most doubted the Jayhawks and criticized their poor play

showcased throughout the first half. As witnessed by loyal fans at home who stayed up to watch the

exciting conclusion, the Jayhawks rose to the occasion and made necessary second half adjustments

leading to improved play. The second half began and the Jayhawks looked like a completely different

team as they went on a 20 to 6 run and cut UNC’s lead to one with 12 minutes left. The Jayhawks kept

their foot on the gas and scored 9 unanswered points, taking a 56 to 50 lead with just 10 minutes on the

game clock. After exchanging a series of buckets, the score stood even at 65, with a little under 3

minutes left, as both teams refused to lose. Following a timeout, Kansas took the momentum with a big

three point basket. However, lazy defense and inactivity inside the paint allowed UNC’s Caleb Love and

Brady Manek to score uncontested on two consecutive possessions. Next, a poorly timed foul by the Tar

Heels, leading to made free throws, pushed the Jayhawks ahead by 1. Unfortunately, at this point the Tar

Heels' shooting went cold the next two times down the court. In turn, the Jayhawks made a contested

jumper extending their lead to three. With the drama mounting and everything on the line, the Tar Heels

were again unable to convert, giving the Jayhawks the ball back with only 4.2 seconds remaining. All

they had to do was inbound the ball and take a foul in order to shoot two free throws and put the game

away. Following the in-bound pass, Kansas dribbled down the side of the court and at first presumed

that they were going to the free throw line to try to add to their lead. However, instant replay revealed

that they had stepped out of bounds in advance of the foul. The Tar Heels had been gifted another

chance to attempt to tie the game. Caleb Love, the star of UNC’s previous come-from-behind victories,

received the inbound pass, took three dribbles, and launched a potential game tying shot from beyond

the three point line… but this time the shot fell considerably short. The Jayhawks bench-stormed the court

as the confetti fell from above. March Madness ended with a post-midnight trophy presentation.



APRIL
COMMUNITY
HAPPENINGS

BY

Kelsey O’Donnel, Junior

NHS: 

     - Emilie Jones and Bannan Wallman hosted

a beach sweep on Saturday, April 23rd, to

help clean our community! Thanks, ladies! 

     - If you’re still in need of a few more hours,

mark your calendar for Saturday, May 7th. NHS

members Jacob and Evan will be hosting a car

wash event that also counts as a mandatory

service event. Be on the lookout for more

information around the school!

Athletics:

     -Sports physicals will be held at Oceanside

from 9-12 on Saturday, May 7th.

     -OCA is looking for someone to be the

mascot for the next semester, and tryouts are

May 12th in the gym from 4pm-8pm. If this is

something you’re interested in, be sure to sign

up before May 9th! 

PET OF THE
MONTH: SASHA

BY

Kylie Clackley, Sophomore

April's Pet of the month is Sasha, a seven-year-old

cat!

How long have you had Sasha? Six years.

What was she named after? Nothing specific,

just a name we liked! 

Does she have a favorite toy? Her favorite toy is

a little blue dino. She plays with it every day!

Where can you find Sasha at any given time?

She would usually be near the window asleep.

What's one word to describe your pet? Pretty!

What's your favorite thing about your pet? My

favorite thing about Sasha is how she will curl up

next to me to sleep!

Photo Credit: Savannah Barrineau



 

OCA STUDENT HONOR CODE
BY

Alexa Schaaf, Sophomore

          Cheating and plagiarism have always been an issue within the realm of academics.  Although

students and schools benefit from evolving technologies that allow answers to be found upon a click and

allow information to be easily shared, these tools also enable more varied and rampant cheating.

Consequently, more attention is being drawn to the escalating problem. A commonly proposed solution

amongst teachers and staff is the establishment of a student honor code: a signed pledge by a student in

which he or she promises not to engage in cheating or plagiarism.   While constituting a student honor code

seems like a logical step in combating cheating, the proposition introduces both pros and cons. 

          Proponents of a student honor code offer several attractive points. While a student honor code

would not fully eradicate cheating, it may significantly minimize its normalcy. According to one source, a

student honor code significantly reduced cheating because of it’s beneficial effect on students: “The

Center for Academic Integrity found that only 23% of students at colleges with honor codes reported one

or more incidents of serious cheating on an exam, while the number increased to 45% at colleges without

an honor code (qtd. Beach).  The author attributes this statistic to the moral consciousness that students

can gain from an honor code: “this significant jump in numbers reflects the fact that campuses with honor

codes successfully teach students to value their own work and respect the work of others'' (Beach). Mr.

Foreman, an advocate of the idea, points out that just establishing a honor code would send a message to

students. If enforced, an honor code would eventually set a higher standard of academic integrity. Dr.

Ellisor, another strong proponent of the proposal, notes that even if it is difficult at first, students will

eventually learn to fully respect the code and its consequences. He suspects that this process is vital to

creating a culture of more integrity and more accountability. The creation of an honor code would also aid

the academic endeavors of students beyond high school. Most colleges have their own honor codes with

strict and severe consequences for cheating. Mr. Foreman adds to this point saying that if students are not

used to the structure of an honor code in high school, they will face much harsher consequences to this

behavior in college. Additionally, students who cheat only hurt themselves in the long run. They prevent

themselves from fully understanding material and building study habits needed for further education. The

advantages of implementing an effective student honor code are substantial.

Alternatively, the proposal of a student honor code also raises several questions and concerns. With regards

to its effectiveness, students may choose not to respect the code and continue to find ways to cheat. Dr.

Ellisor mentions that the consequences of cheating must be severe enough to outweigh the risk of cheating

successfully. Another concern that arises is the possibility that cheating offenders will not be corrected in

the same manner. The code must establish a process that remains constant throughout all classrooms and

instances of cheating. There is still some gray area in setting up an honor code. However, if set up

thoughtfully, a student honor code could be a key asset in the battle against cheating.

 Source 

Beach, Dr. Rebecca. “Do Honor Codes Really Work?” Clarksville Academy, https://clarksvilleacademy.com/engage-embrace-empower/do-

honor-codes-really-work/. 



CHARLESTON
ANIMAL SOCIETY'S

FIDO FEST
BY

Mae Cave, Sophomore

Charleston Animal Society recently held a Fido

Fest at Mount Pleasant Town Centre on April 23.

There were several activities including fun

caricatures, ballon animals and face painting! Live

music with 40 Years Too Late Band singing all sorts

of genres such as classic rock, pop and country

jammed the crowd. Many food trucks stopped by

including Madrigals Tacos, Mac Daddy Food Truck,

New Dog Hot Dogs, Holy City Popcorn and Holy

City Italian Ice. This event benefitted the

Charleston Animal Society with fundraising

through contests and prizes. The first 150 Fidos

that stopped by the MPTC registration table got a

special surprise! Along with prizes, they held

contests such as the Dog and Owner Look-A-Like,

Waggiest Tail, Peanut Butter Eating, A Face Only A

Mom Could Love, and Cutest Dog. These contests

raised funds for the Charleston Animal Society

through a $5 donation fee. 

For more
information and

details, go to
https://charlestona
nimalsociety.org/ev

ent/fido-fest-at-
mount-pleasant-

towne-centre/ 

JENNIFER’S BODY
MOVIE REVIEW

BY

Tatiana Sabin, Senior

As prom season wraps up and we reminisce

about the night’s adventures, what better way is

there to celebrate than to watch an on-theme

movie. Jennifer’s Body (2009), is surely in this

category, but not in the sentimental, coming-of-

age way you might assume. Starring Meghan Fox

as Jennifer Scheck and Amanda Seyfried as

Anita Lesnicki, Jennifer’s Body follows the

mysterious deaths of the small town’s local boys

following the unfortunate demonic possession of

Jennifer. This movie is in the horror/comedy

genre, and, in my opinion, it entirely succeeds in

both contrasting themes. This film is one of those

movies that you deeply enjoy or deeply, deeply

hate. It encapsulates the 2000’s teenage

experience perfectly whilst incorporating the

supernatural and unnerving aspects of a scary

movie. I personally love this movie. It is

undeniably entertaining while also offering

substance and genuine cinematic quality.

Meghan Fox’s performance as Jennifer,

specifically her prom night confrontation with

Anita, has grown to be an iconic moment in her

career, and for very good reason. However, I do

hesitate to recommend this movie to the general

public. As I noted, it guarantees a strong

reaction, negative or positive, that I simply

cannot predict. Nonetheless, if you’re looking to

watch a prom night that was (hopefully) nothing

like your own, Jennifer’s Body is certainly the right

choice. 



     Dita Gillum is one of the hardest working

students and one of the most agile players at

Oceanside. She loves the flexible, supportive

schedule, as well as the ability to earn college

credits before college. Along with the benefits of

the schedule and classes, Dita enjoys playing for

the girl’s soccer team. 

What is your favorite thing about Oceanside?

  I love the flexible and supportive schedule, as

well as the ability to earn college credits before

college. 

What is your favorite part of playing your

sport at OCA?

   My favorite thing about playing soccer at OCA

is that we push eachother to do our best and we

all are here for the same goal. 

STUDENT SPOTLIGHT: 
DITA GILLUM 

BY

Abby Morgan, Sophomore

What methods do you use to stay motivated

through school?

 My family is my support system and they

motivate me to keep going. This makes me want

to make them proud. 

What are your favorite hobbies?

 I love to cook and dance. 

Do you have any advice for new Oceanside

students?

 Use your time wisely and don’t put things off

until the last minute.

 



 

COACHELLA
BY

Sutton Bates, Sophomore

The music industry as a whole has changed

completely with the accessibility of mobile

devices and the introduction of various

streaming services. Many casual listeners of

music, while having their favorite artists, have

no desire to see them in concert or buy tickets

to their shows. However, the one event that still

garners massive sales year after year is the

music festival, Coachella. Coachella

incorporates all of the most popular artists and

splits their performances between two

weekends. Although the COVID-19 pandemic

delayed the fun for nearly two years, the event

finally returned and found massive success. The

standout artist for weekend one was no-doubt

Harry Styles; he brought high energy to the

crowd as well as special guest, Shania Twain.

Specifically, he sang two new songs called

“Late Night Talking” and “Boyfriends” both of

which feature on his upcoming album, Harry’s

House (check back next issue for a closer look

into that album ;) ).  Another popular act was

none other than Billie Eilish who did a beautiful

rendition of her song “Getting Older'' with

Damon Albarn as well as a song called “Feel

Good Inc.” by Gorillaz with Pos from De La

Soul. Some other stand out performances of

the first weekend were Doja 

Cat, who performed “Tia Tamera” with Rico  

Nasty; The Weeknd, who did a collaborative

performance with Swedish House Mafia and

performed some of their hits; and Megan Thee

Stallion who performed some of her most

popular songs at her self proclaimed

“Hottiechella.” Similarly to weekend one, Harry

Styles once again wowed crowds for weekend

two with a surprise collaboration with Lizzo.

Together, they performed Gloria Gaynor’s “I Will

Survive” as well as “What Makes You Beautiful”

by One Direction, in which Harry was formerly a

part. Brazilian singer, Anitta, came out and put

on a show-stopping performance with lots of

bright thematics and talented dancers

surrounding her. Billie Eilish came back with yet

another emotional performance this time being

joined by Paramore's Hayley Williams and

performing “Misery Business” together. While I

may only highlight a few stand-out

performances for each weekend, there are

plenty more artists such as Conan Gray, Carly

Rae Jepson, Baby Keem, Wallows, and many

others who made Coachella 2022 a

memorable experience for all involved! 

Shania Twain and Harry Styles, Photo Credit: pitchfork.com

Photo Credit: lifestykeasia.com



to live your life and do the things that make you

happy.

“Don’t be afraid to step out of your comfort

zone”

Talk to your crush, make new friends, go to the

dance, wear the outfit, and join clubs. You won’t

regret it.

“It’s okay to not know what you want to be

when you grow up”

We are still young and learning what we are

passionate about. Don’t stress out if you aren’t

sure what you want to study in college when you

aren’t even out of high school.

“You’re going to make mistakes”

It’s all part of the human experience and

hopefully you will learn from them.

Just like every stage of life, our time as high

school students is fleeting. It is easy to get

caught up in the monotony of everyday life, and

you may find yourself wishing these years away. I

hope these tips encourage you to make the most

out of your time here at Oceanside.

 

ASK A SENIOR:
ADVICE FROM

THE CLASS 
OF 2022

BY

Claire Natale, Sophomore

As we head into the final stretch of the 21-22

school year, I thought it would be fun to ask a

few of our graduating seniors to pass down

their words of wisdom to the underclassmen.

Hopefully, you will find a gem in here that will

help you through the next few years. 

“Build strong relationships with your

teachers”

The more you and your teachers understand

about each other, the easier it will be. It is

important to communicate how you feel, if you

have any questions, and discuss areas where

you may need extra help.

“Don’t procrastinate”

Do not allow yourself to get behind because it

can be difficult to get caught up in certain

subjects.

“Your GPA is important, but it does not

define who you are as a person”

While it is important to stay focused on your

school work, it is just as important 

Have a question for Claire? Send an
advice question directly to

claire.natale@landsharks.org. 



 

Don’t take it personally. It wasn’t because the admissions office didn’t like you, it may have just been

that you were not ready to be successful academically at their school. Remember, tens of thousands

(in some cases hundreds of thousands) of students apply along with you to these schools. Many

factors go into building a well-rounded class of students. 

Don’t play the “What-if” game. If you are like me, the first thing you did after getting your rejection

letter was say, “ Well, if I had done better on the BIO102 final then I would have definitely gotten in” or

“If I had gotten that internship they would’ve accepted me.” Don’t dwell on the past. What happened

has happened and it cannot be changed. Accept the rejection and move on to the next college. 

Celebrate acceptance letters. Get excited about the schools that really want you. Like my mom

always says, “Go where you're celebrated, not tolerated.” You may end up going to school and having

a better time than you would at your dream school. You have worked hard for the past four years, so

celebrate your accomplishments.

For my entire life, I have wanted to go to the University of Michigan. My dad and my uncle went there and

it was the school that got me into college football. Every goal I had in school I made for myself because I

knew that’s what I needed to do in order to make it into Michigan. I worked hard throughout high school,

maintained great grades, and joined extracurriculars in order to boost my resume. About a month ago I

received my rejection letter. I was with friends, so I tried not to get emotional, but it was one of the

toughest moments of my high school career. It felt like everything I had worked for and everything I had

dreamed of all had just crashed and burned right in front of my eyes; but then, I did some research and I

realized I'm not alone. Due to some fallout from the Covid pandemic, many colleges saw a huge rise in

college applicants this year with the new test optional policy giving some students the ability to apply to

much more difficult schools. With more students applying at each school, admissions has become more

competitive than ever. I know there are students out there like me, and I guarantee many of my fellow

Oceanside seniors went through an experience similar to mine. If you are still feeling crushed about your

rejection letters, here’s 3 tips that helped me out:

1.

2.

3.

These tips really helped me out and allowed me to focus and choose between the colleges that did truly

want me. I’m proud to announce that I will be attending Florida State and spending my first year abroad in

Italy; this is an opportunity I never would have gotten had I been accepted to Michigan. I wish you all the

best of luck in your college decisions, and I hope these tips can be helpful in making the not-so-good part

of second semester just a little bit easier.

HANDLING COLLEGE REJECTIONS

BY

Will Crookes,  Senior
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