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Summer Enrichment Reading Suggestions 

 
“Books are the quietest and most constant of friends; they are the most accessible and wisest of 

counselors, and the most patient of teachers.”  

― Charles William Eliot 

 

“I’m bored. I have nothing to do,” say many teenagers in the summer.  I say, “Read!” Although we 

do not require specific summer reading texts for our students, we highly recommend they read 

quality literature. This not only prevents their dreaded boredom but also their slow leakage of 

analytical skills as they stare at their phones.  Students can read as many books as they like from 

the list below and continue to enhance their reading and critical thinking skills. We will not offer 

extra credit, but our high-schoolers can rest assured that their time is better spent reading 

literature than playing on their phones.  

 

 

http://www.goodreads.com/author/show/4398096.Charles_William_Eliot


 

To further the great effect of this reading, they can write! Good readers seek meaning in the work. 

To find this, they can do the following as they read: 1) highlight significant passages (ones that are 

repetitive, interesting, enlightening) 2) list the characters, a description of their traits, and page 

numbers which correspond 3) a summary or timeline of the major events. Finally, students should 

identify the major theme/s of the text and write a thesis that argues one major element of the 

theme and a paragraph explaining it, using quotes that support these ideas. They could compile all 

of their writing into a journal or an anthology, one they can keep for future literature courses or for 

bragging rights. Creative students might try mimicking the author’s techniques and write a missing 

chapter/scene or write a poem that demonstrates a theme developed in the book as well.  (Feel 

free to mix and match.) Some of these books are ones that we use in our curriculum, but if you’re 

new to OCA, you will want to be aligned with your classmates.  

 

“It is what you read when you don't have to that determines what you will be when you can't help 

it.”  
― Oscar Wilde 

 

http://www.goodreads.com/author/show/3565.Oscar_Wilde

