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RESPECT THE
QUEEN

BY

Kylie Clackley, Sophomore

Aretha Franklin is arguably the most culturally

influential musician to date. Her music and

legacy changed the conversation for the

African American community. Aretha’s first hit

song, “Respect,” was one of the first times not

only a female, but a female of color, had the

courage and mindset to not simply ask for

respect but to demand it. Her demand set the

course for the rest of her life's motives and

accomplishments. Aretha continued to fight for

equal rights during the 1960’s when brutal

segregation laws divided the country. Her

continued outcries for justice only increased

her audience. One of Aretha’s most impactful

quotes comes from when she sought justice for

Angela Davis: “I’m going to see her free if

there is any justice in our courts, not because I

believe in communism, but because she’s a

Black woman and she wants freedom for Black

people.” She told Jet magazine in 1972 that

the African American community "made [her]

financially able to have" success, and that she

then wanted to use her influence in ways to

help the community. 

Her music means more than catchy tunes and

fun lyrics; they are fueled by causes. Aretha’s

legacy is looked at today mostly for her music,

but as Aretha once said, “You cannot define a

person on just one thing. You can't just forget all

these wonderful and good things that a person

has done because one thing didn't come off the

way you thought it should come off.” Aretha

wanted everyone to know that change and a

little respect can start anywhere from anyone.

She felt that everyone deserves basic human

rights; everyone should have the opportunity to

succeed.
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BASKETBALL
BY

Miles Stickney, Senior

Boy's basketball just finished up their regular season ending with a win at Academic Magnet.

They finished first in the region with a record of 9-1. The current leading scorer is Malachi

Stevens (Jr.) with an average of 14.6 points a game. The team’s leading rebounder is Miles

Stickney (Sr.), and Makhi Rivers (Jr.) leads in assists. They just entered the playoffs and already

advanced to the third round. They defeated Marlboro County by a score of 60-54 in the first

round and Brookland Cayce by a score of 51-40 in the second round. Their next game is

against Lakewood on February 23rd.

Girl's basketball just wrapped up their season with a record of 15-5. They played effectively in

the region only losing twice and placing second in the region. They edged past their first

playoff game in a tense battle against Marlboro Country. They tried to hang onto their lead,

but Marlboro tied the game at the last second sending it into overtime. Despite their efforts,

Marlboro couldn’t defeat the Oceanside girls. They won 46-45 and advanced to the second

round. Unfortunately, Orangeburg was a tough opponent and beat Oceanside by a score of

68-44. Congratulations, Girl's Basketball on a season well done!

LACROSSE
BY

Will Crookes, Senior

The Oceanside Men’s lacrosse is back this season looking for revenge after a shocking loss to

AC Flora in the state semifinals. Our Sharks look to capture their third state title in 4 seasons.

They will be led by a huge senior class that includes three players committed to play at the

next level. They return 4 out of 6 starters on both the offensive and defensive side of the ball

and will look to upperclassmen returning from injuries and young promising freshmen to fill the

holes. Come out to watch our sharks open their season against their cross-town rival, The

Beckham Bengals, at Lucy Beckham High school. 

Oceanside’s women’s lacrosse team will look to make it back to the state championship game

this season after having a stellar 2021. They will kick off their season this Friday at Dutch Fork.

Come out to support!

SPORTS NEWS



FEBRUARY
COMMUNITY
HAPPENINGS

BY

Kelsey O’Donnel, Junior

Dodgeball Tournament:

NHS members Charlton, Palmer, and

Sam are hosting a Dodgeball

Tournament on March 12th. It costs $5

to enter, and all proceeds will go to

charity. 

Ribbon Cutting Ceremony: 

Join Oceanside for the official ribbon

cutting to celebrate the new turf field.

The ceremony will be held on the field

at 4pm, and Oceanside’s first annual

Ultimate Shark Frenzy Frisbee

Tournament will be held right

afterwards. Don’t miss out on all the fun

on March 2nd!

CLUB FEATURE:
STUDENT COUNCIL
BY

Ashley Angerman, Sophomore

Are you looking for an opportunity to gain

leadership skills and rally school spirit? Then

Oceanside’s Student Council is the perfect

place for you! This group of elected and

volunteer students work together to

orchestrate and conduct social events, plan

activities, and  serve as a voice for the student

body. Student council provides students with

the opportunity to gain skills in leadership and

collaboration . These skills support students

throughout their high school career and

beyond. Student council members help enrich

the student culture by engaging their peers in

school-wide events and by promoting school

spirit.

Student council is open to all 9-12 grade

students, consisting mostly of volunteers as

well as an elected leadership committee.

Meetings are held once a month for all

members, with additional meetings for the

leadership committee if needed. If you are

interested in joining next year, contact Mrs.

Moore or Mrs. McCann.



SUPERBOWL LVI
RECAP

BY

William Warren, Junior

Every February, America stops everything to

watch the biggest sporting event of the year:

the Super Bowl. The faceoff between the

Cincinnati Bengals and Los Angeles Rams

proved to be nothing short of spectacular.

Known for its tall palms, celebrities, and warm

sunny coasts, the stage was set for an

exhilarating Hollywood Showdown. LA wasted

no time beginning the game with Rams

quarterback Matthew Stafford going airborne

to wide receiver Odell Beckham Jr. for a 17 yard

touchdown. The Bengals were then unable to

get into the endzone, and the Rams forced

Cinccinati to settle for a field goal. The Rams

got the ball back and showed no signs of

letting up, capping off a 75 yard drive with an

11 yard touchdown to their star wide receiver

and the NFL’s 2021 Offensive Player of The

Year, Cooper Kupp. However, the game was far

from over. The Bengals had fought back from

being down all season. The Bengal’s

Quarterback, Joe Burrow, led his team into the

red zone where a trick play touchdown pass

from Running Back Joe Mixon to former

Clemson wide receiver, Tee Higgins, brought

them back within three points.  

The Halftime show followed with an

overwhelmingly adored star-studded cast of Dr.

Dre, Snoop Dogg, Eminem, Mary J. Blige,

Kendrick Lamar, and 50 Cent. They put on one

of the greatest halftime shows in true West

Coast fashion. After halftime, the momentum

swung to Cincinnati as the first play of the third

quarter Burrow hit Higgins once again for a 75

yard score to move the Bengals into the lead!

On the subsequent possession, the Rams threw

what looked to be a costly interception giving

the Bengals the ball back.

However, after being sacked on third down by

Rams Superstar Defensive Tackle, Aaron

Donald, the Bengals' drive stalled and they

were forced to kick another field goal to

extend their lead to seven. The Rams then

drove down the field and kicked a 41 yard field

goal with 6 minutes left in the third quarter. 

The momentum then slowed as both teams

were unable to score for the majority of the

fourth quarter. With just 6 minutes left in the

fourth, the Rams needed to score a touchdown

to win. Matthew Stafford found Kupp

repeatedly for a series of first downs taking the

Rams down to the one yard line. Stafford then

found Kupp once again for a one yard

touchdown to give the Rams a 23-20 lead with

just 96 seconds left in the game. The Bengals

struck back, moving the ball down to the fifty

yard line looking destined to pull off a

comeback for the ages. The Rams defense

came up with an enormous stop on third and

one. They needed to stop the Bengals from

gaining only one yard. Burrow took the snap

and dropped back in the pocket, but it was too

late. Aaron Donald already forced the

incompletion before pointing to his ring finger

indicating that the game was over. Confetti

rained down as the Los Angeles Rams were

crowned World Champions. The Lombardi

trophy was presented to the Rams. Wide

Receiver, Cooper Kupp, lived up to his position

title as he received the Super Bowl MVP award

for being the player of the game. This year’s

Super Bowl met the  hype-the stars shined

bright in football’s biggest game.

Los Angeles Rams wide receiver Cooper Kupp reaches out to catch the game-winning
touchdown in Super Bowl LVI. Photo provided by Los Angeles Times (Allen J. Schaben)



What is your favorite thing about

Oceanside?

What I love about oceanside is the flexible

schedule and positive environment that

everyone creates.

What is your favorite part of playing your

sport at OCA?

My favorite part about doing a sport at

Oceanside is it allows me to meet new people 

 I wouldn't have met if I wasn’t on a team. You

feel so much more supported and relieved

going into a school year having friends to start

with.

What methods do you use to stay motivated

through school?

Some methods I use to get motivated are

receiving support from teachers, peers, and my

parents. Staying organized is a key method 

needed in order to not become stressed with

school and outside life.

What are your favorite hobbies?

One of my favorite hobbies is surfing. It allows

me to forget about school and anything that I

worry about. Having a separate hobby away

from school and my sport is a good choice to

make because I do not need to put all of my

time into it too.

Do you have any advice for new Oceanside

students?

Any advice I have is to make sure you become

friends with the people on your team if you play

a sport. These are the people you will spend the

most time with which makes it important to be

in a healthy environment.

BY

Abby Morgan, Sophomore

JULIA JESTER

STUDENT SPOTLIGHT



 

ENCANTO
SOUNDTRACK

REVIEW
BY

Sutton Bates, Sophomore

When thinking of the top music of today, many

will often reference different genres and

categories that are very popular, yet Disney

movie soundtracks are almost always not

something that eagerly comes to mind.

However, Disney seems to have struck gold with

their new animated movie, Encanto, as well as

the accompanying soundtrack which steadily

climbs the charts. While I will not spoil the

movie, some background will provide a base for

the soundtrack for newbies. The movie itself

surrounds the Madrigal family who reside in the

Colombia mountains in a special little place

called Encanto. What makes Encanto so

special is that its magic blesses each child in

the family with a bespoke gift. This sentiment is

true for everyone except Mirabel, who

seemingly has no special power. While trying to

figure out the source of this issue, she discovers

that the special Encanto magic is in danger,

and she must journey to fix it. It is easy to see

the potential Disney had to make an alluring

Latin-inspired album to go along with the movie

that could appeal to a large audience; Disney

saw this potential and completely ran with it,

producing 44 individual tracks for the album.

The standout track among these is “We Don’t

Talk About Bruno.” The song serves as a

dialogue between Maribel and her family about

the absence of her uncle Bruno and his power

seeing the future. Different family members,

such as Pepa, Adassa, and Camilo, discuss

their prior encounters with Bruno and the 

various events that led them to dislike Bruno.

Another popular song is “Surface Pressure” in

which Luisa discusses her struggles to uphold

others expectations of her because of her

super strength. While these two tracks certainly

stand out there are many more such as

“Colombia, Mi Encanto,” “The Family Madrigal,”

“What Else Can I Do?,” “Waiting On A Miracle,”

and many more! All in all, the Encanto

soundtrack encapsulates the movie's values

into a catchy and melodic album. All of the

songs have plenty of “Encanto” (Pun-Intended,

special thanks to Google Translate), and it

really creates something that everyone can

relate to and enjoy.



ASK CLAIRE:
BURNOUT

BY

Claire Natale, Sophomore

As athletes competing on both high school and

club teams, it is important to recognize the

signs of athlete burnout and how to prevent it.

Many of us train long and intense hours several

days a week, which definitely leads to physical

exhaustion. More importantly, there are also

psychological and emotional issues that come

along with the dedication of hardworking

athletes. Signs of burnout do not always look

the same in everyone, but here are a few

common symptoms to be on the lookout for:

Emotional and physical exhaustion

If you are constantly tired due to overtraining

and intense competition, this will lead to

chronic fatigue, possible injuries, and illness

due to lack of recovery time.

Detachment

This is when you develop a negative attitude

towards your sport. You may seem to “fall out

of love” and lose enthusiasm towards training

and competing. This can lead to depression,

anxiety, or irritability.

Lack of Results

One of the most difficult aspects of athlete

burnout is lack of results. When you attend all

practices and train until you can’t anymore, but

your hard work doesn’t seem to be paying off.

This leads to a decline in confidence and lack of

motivation.

What you can do to resolve and prevent

athlete burnout:

Allow time for rest and recovery

Taking short breaks is not the end of the world.

Sometimes it is exactly what you need and you

will come back stronger than ever before.

Maintain a balance between your sport and

your social life

It is always important to have fun! Think about

how rewarding your sport will be when you also

take the time to provide self-care.

Goals

You can always adjust your goals if necessary in

order to reduce stress.

The most important thing to remember is that

your sport does not define you. It is not who you

are; it is just what you do.

 

Have a question for Claire?
Send an advice question

directly to
claire.natale@landsharks.org. 



THE HISTORY OF 

BY

Montana Rhodes, Sophomore

        Every year on February 14th, millions of people around the world celebrate the ancient holiday called

Valentine’s Day. Couples buy each other flowers and chocolates and go on dates; however, no one really knows

the history behind Valentine’s day or why it came to be. 

        The legend of St. Valentine starts in the third century A.D. Emperor Claudius II put a ban on all marriage after

claiming that unmarried men made better soldiers. However, after being ordered to stop marrying couples,  St.

Valentine continued to do it without Emperor Claudius’ knowledge. When Emperor Claudius found out that St.

Valentine was marrying behind his back, Claudius decided to jail St. Valentine and sentenced him to death. While

in jail, St. Valentine ended up falling in love with a jailer’s daughter, but the relationship never flourished because

soon after Valentine was taken to be killed on the 14th of February. Valentine, however, sent his beloved a love

letter signing it off with “from your Valentine.” 

        Although the legend of St. Valentine played a large factor in the naming of the holiday, the first known

celebration of the holiday was held in the year 496. Romans held a festival in the middle of February called

Lupercalia which signified the start of their spring season. As part of the tradition, boys would draw girl's names

out of a box, and they would date throughout the festival leading to eventual marriage. Over time, the festival

turned into a Christian celebration in remembrance of St. Valentine.

        Although the background of Valentine’s Day might be a little morbid, how people celebrate it today is quite

the opposite. Cultures all around the world celebrate Valentine’s Day with various activities and celebrations.

Whether the celebrations include feasts or different types of flowers, countries around the world express their love

in passionate ways. 

        Argentina, a country in South America, actually does not celebrate Valentine’s Day at all. Instead, they

celebrate with a Sweetness Week held during the first week of July every year. In this week, couples exchange lots

of sweet treats and in return they get kisses. This time every year, candy sales increase by almost 20 percent.

Along with Argentina, Romania does not celebrate Valentine’s Day on February 14th either. Romanians actually

celebrate Valentine’s Day only ten days later on February 24th in order to combine Valentine’s Day with a

celebration of the spring season starting. Young men and women celebrate by going into forests to pick flowers,

while others enjoy the first signs of spring; this day is also celebrated as the day most couples get engaged.

Although many countries celebrate Valentine’s Day on days other than February 14th, there are some countries that

still use the day to celebrate love. In Japan, February 14th is a day used for women to buy various chocolates for

their male lovers as opposed to gifts and flowers. However, men are not the only ones receiving gifts on Valentine’s

Day in Japan. Only a month later, on March 14th or “White Day,” it is the women’s turn to receive the gifts, though

they tend to give more gifts as well as chocolates. 

        Although Valentine’s Day might not have the most beautiful backstory, it has turned into a holiday filled with

enough love to go around; countries around the world have heard of the legend of St. Valentine. They have taken

his philosophy of love and transformed it to fit their own cultures and beliefs. 

 

AND HOW DIFFERENT CULTURES CELEBRATE
Valentines DayValentines Day

Sources:

https://top.his-usa.com/destination-japan/blog/valentines_day_in_japan.html, https://www.trazeetravel.com/argentinas-sweetness-week/,

https://traveltriangle.com/blog/valentines-day-traditions-around-the-world/, https://www.history.com/topics/valentines-day/history-of-valentines-day-

2#the-legend-of-st-valentine 
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